
Broome High School 381 Cherry Hill Road Spartanburg, SC 29307 

P
a

g
e
1 

 

 

Consolidation: 

What does it 

mean for you? 

Over the past several 

years there has been 

considerable 

discussion on the 

topic of consolidating 

school districts in 

counties with multiple 

districts. Bluffton Representative Bill Herbkerman 

proposed a bill March 12, 2010, H4657, to the 

House Ways and Means Committee that called for 

there to be only one school district per county. The 

bill was voted down by a one vote margin and did 

not make it to the full House of Representatives. 

Immediately following our most recent 

election, new State Superintendent of Education 

Mick Zais, commented to reporters for WSPA that 

he is in favor of district consolidation, and he 

mention Spartanburg County by name.  

I would like to give you some points to think 

about as you form your opinion on this topic. First, 

many supporters of consolidation state that it will 

save money for county tax payers. The state’s 

financial analysis model which is known as Insite is 

used to monitor and compare spending within 

school districts. There are five categories of 

expenditures: Instruction, Instructional Support, 

Operations, Leadership, and Other Commitments. 

What you will find is that counties with multiple 

districts are a little cheaper to run, based on 

administrative costs. Contrary to a recent article in 

the Spartanburg Herald Journal which stated that 

consolidation would save Spartanburg County 14 

million dollars, there is no data supporting that 

claim. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Student achievement is the second area that I would 

like for you to consider. According to the SC 

Department of Education’s website, counties with 

multiple districts usually have higher levels of 

student achievement. Student achievement is 

measured by test scores, graduation rates and other 

common measures of student success. Many 

supporters of multiple districts believe the reason 

for this success is the ability of a smaller district to 

focus efforts on student achievement. Multiple 

research studies have discovered that students 

achieve at higher levels when they feel a connection 

with their teachers, coaches, support staff, and 

administrators. District Three has a proud tradition 

and rich history. Our administrators and 

instructional staff spend countless hours mentoring 

and encouraging students to be successful in 

academics, athletics, and the arts. 

Lastly, consider the proximity of control to 

the system that is being controlled. With a 

centralized system, leadership is concentrated in a 

smaller area and sent out to the surrounding areas. 

In a small district like ours, the Board of Trustees is 

accountable to the local voters, many of whom they 

see on a weekly basis in the community. This close 

proximity of leadership maintains and strengthens 

the ties between the administrative and instructive 

functions of the school district. 

My hope is that these points will spark 

conversations and further research on this very 

important issue. Please educate yourself on this 

matter before taking a stance. Spartanburg School 

District Three is a child-centered district, where our 

decisions are based on the student’s best interest. 

Thank you for your support. 
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FLU 
INFORMATION 
 
What is the flu? 
Influenza (the flu) is an infection of the 
nose, throat, and lungs caused by 
influenza viruses. There are many 
different influenza viruses that are 
constantly changing. They cause illness, 
hospital stays and deaths in the United 
States each year. 
The flu can be very dangerous for 
children. Each year about 20,000 
children younger than 5 years old are 
hospitalized from flu complications, like 
pneumonia. 

 
How serious is the flu? 
Flu illness can vary from mild to severe. While the 
flu 
can be serious even in people who are otherwise 
healthy, it can be especially dangerous for young 
children and children of any age who have certain 
long term health conditions, including asthma 
(even mild or controlled), neurological and 
neurodevelopmental conditions, chronic lung 
disease, heart disease, blood disorders, endocrine 
disorders (such as diabetes), kidney, liver, and 
metabolic disorders, and weakened immune 
systems due to disease or medication. Children with 
these conditions and children who are receiving 
long-term aspirin therapy can have more severe 
illness from the flu. 

 
How does the flu spread? 
Most experts believe that flu viruses spread mainly 
by droplets made when people with the flu cough, 
sneeze or talk. These droplets can land in the 
mouths or noses of people who are nearby. Less 
often, a person might get the flu by touching 
something that has flu virus on it and then touching 
their own mouth, eyes or nose. 

 
What are the symptoms of the flu? 
Symptoms of the flu can include fever, cough, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, 
chills, fatigue and sometimes vomiting and 
diarrhea. Some people with the flu will not have a 
fever. 

 

How long can a sick person spread 
the flu to others? 
People with the flu may be able to infect others by 
shedding virus from 1 day before getting sick to 5 to 
7 days after. However, children and people with 
weakened immune systems can shed virus for 
longer, and might be still contagious past 5 to 7 
days of being sick, especially if they still have 
symptoms. 

 
PROTECT YOUR CHILD 
 
How can I protect my child against 
the flu? 
To protect against the flu, the first and most important 
thing you can do is to get a flu vaccine for yourself and 
your child. 

 Vaccination is recommended for everyone 6 months 

and older. 

 It’s especially important that young children and 

children with long term health conditions get 
vaccinated. (See list of conditions under “How Serious is 
the Flu?”) 

 Caregivers of children with health conditions or of 

children younger than 6 months old should get 
vaccinated. (Babies younger than 6 months are too 
young to be vaccinated themselves.) 

 Another way to protect babies is to vaccinate 

pregnant women because research shows that this 
gives some protection to the baby both while the 
woman is pregnant and for a few months after the baby 
is born. 
A new flu vaccine is made each year to protect against 
the three flu viruses that research indicates are most 
likely to cause illness during the next flu season. Flu 
vaccines are made using strict safety and production 
measures. Over the years, millions of flu vaccines have 
been given in the United States with a very good safety 
record.  

 
(Continued on page 3) 
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The Flu: 
A Guide For Parents 
For more information, visit 
www.cdc.gov/flu or www.flu.gov or 
call 800-CDC-INFO 
 
Is there a medicine to treat the flu? 
Antiviral drugs can treat flu illness. They can make 
people feel better and get better sooner and may 
prevent serious flu complications, like pneumonia, for 
example, that can lead to hospitalization and even 
death. These drugs are different from antibiotics, but 
they also need to be prescribed by a doctor. They work 
best when started during the first 2 days of illness. It’s 
very important that antiviral drugs be used early to 
treat the flu in people who are very sick (for example 
people who are in the hospital) or people who are at 
greater risk of having serious flu complications. 
Other people with flu illness may also benefit from 
taking antiviral drugs. These drugs can be given to 
children and pregnant women. 

 
What are some of the other ways 
I can protect my child against the flu? 
In addition to getting vaccinated, take – and encourage 
your child to take – everyday steps that can help 
prevent the spread of germs. 
This includes: 

 Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Throw the 

tissue in the trash after you use it. 

 Stay away from people who are sick. 

 Wash hands often with soap and water. If soap and 

water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs 

spread this way. 

 If someone in the household is sick, try to keep the 

sick person in a separate room from others in the 
household, if possible. 

 Keep surfaces like bedside tables, surfaces in the 

bathroom, kitchen counters and toys for children clean 
by wiping them down with a household disinfectant 
according to directions on the product label. 

 Throw tissues and other disposable items used by 

sick persons in your household in the trash. 
 

 

IF YOUR CHILD IS SICK 
 
What can I do if my child gets sick? 
Talk to your doctor early if you are worried 
about your child’s illness. 

If your child is 5 years and older and does not have 
other health problems and gets flu-like symptoms, 
including a fever and/or cough, consult your doctor as 
needed and make sure your child gets plenty of rest and 
drinks enough fluids. 
If your child is younger than 5 years (and especially 
younger than 2 years) or of any age with a long term 
health condition (like asthma, a neurological condition, 
or diabetes, for example) and develops flu-like 
symptoms, they are at risk for serious complications 
from the flu. Ask a doctor if your child should be 
examined. 

 
What if my child seems very sick? 
Even children who have always been healthy before or 
had the flu before can get very sick from the flu. 
Call for emergency care or take your child to a doctor 
right away if your child of any age has any of the 
warning or emergency signs below: 

 Fast breathing or trouble breathing 

 Bluish or gray skin color 

 Not drinking enough fluids (not going to the 

bathroom or making as much urine as they normally do)   

 Severe or persistent vomiting 

 Not waking up or not interacting 

 Being so irritable that the child does not want to be 

held 

 Flu-like symptoms improve but then return with 

fever and worse cough 

 Has other conditions (like heart or lung disease, 

diabetes, or asthma) and develops flu symptoms, 
including a fever and/or cough. 

 
Can my child go to school, day care 
or camp if he or she is sick? 
No. Your child should stay home to rest and to avoid 
giving the flu to other children or caregivers. 

 
 
(Continued on page 4) 
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When can my child go back to school 
after having the flu? 
Keep your child home from school, day care or camp for 
at least 24 hours after their fever is gone. (Fever should 
be gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.) 
A fever is defined as 100°F (37.8°C) or higher. 
These everyday steps are a good way to reduce your 
chances of getting all sorts of illnesses, but a yearly flu 
vaccine is always the best way to specifically prevent 
the flu. 

 
What should I use for hand washing? 
Washing hands with soap and water (for as long as it 
takes to sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice) will help 
protect against many germs. If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 
 

For more information, visit 
www.cdc.gov/flu or www.flu.gov 
or call 800-CDC-INFO 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.scois.net (Use SUNS # from 

PowerSchool for username and password or 

Broome for username and password) 

 

www.onetonline.org/find 

 

www.knowitall.scetv.org    Career Aisle 

 

www.recs.sc.gov  Personal Pathways to 

Success 

 

www.run.careerready101.com  

 

www.bls.gov/ooh  Occupational Outlook 

Handbook from the Bureau of Labor  

Statistics 

 

www.scworks.org  SC workforce 

information and job search 

 

www.fofweb.com/careers  Ferguson’s 

Career Guidance Center 

  

Learning Express Library   (These programs 

are in DISCUS, so if you are off the Broome 

campus, you will need a password. See BHS 

media staff or your public library.)     

  
  
  
  
 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu
http://www.flu.gov/
http://www.scois.net/
http://www.onetonline.org/find
http://www.knowitall.scetv.org/
http://www.recs.sc.gov/
http://www.run.careerready101.com/
http://www.bls.gov/ooh
http://www.scworks.org/
http://www.fofweb.com/careers
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gannett-cdn.com/-mm-/fcc4d6e141255bef22471c81cc1d1cbd78cf23b7/c%3D2-0-1997-1500%26r%3Dx404%26c%3D534x401/local/-/media/2014/12/16/WBIR/WBIR/635543440732431049-Department-of-health-and-human-services.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.wbir.com/story/news/health/2014/12/16/us-health--human-services-awards-tenn-65-million/20495235/&h=401&w=534&tbnid=Z7gznfXdvLocQM:&zoom=1&docid=OeiqzsZSEPpEjM&ei=cW-1VNj9FZGTNvuphJgG&tbm=isch&ved=0CG8QMyhEMEQ&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=528&page=3&start=51&ndsp=26
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wti-solutions.com/wp-content/uploads/cdc-logo-banner.png&imgrefurl=http://www.wti-solutions.com/portfolio-item/centers-disease-control-prevention/&h=300&w=950&tbnid=v_7tPe8qCUe1rM:&zoom=1&docid=x23Dkz9x2ZbjGM&ei=A3G1VOaYIMKjgwSx-4BA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFAQMygpMCk&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1313&page=2&start=22&ndsp=30


Broome High School 381 Cherry Hill Road Spartanburg, SC 29307 

P
a

g
e
5

 

   
       

   
       
        

 

 

   
      

 
 

 
    

D
ec

em
b

er
 -

 N
y

A
si

a
 W

a
lk

er

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

-L
o

g
a

n
 M

a
b

r
y

 
S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r
-B

a
v

ie
r

 J
a

c
k

s
o

n
 



Broome High School 381 Cherry Hill Road Spartanburg, SC 29307 

P
a

g
e
6

 

Middle School 
Wrestling Season 
Recap 
 
 

Hillcrest Pre Season Tournament: 
(Greg Phanhly 1st, Donavan 
Murrary 1st,  Bryson Ward 2nd,  
Michael Cladwell 2nd , Deondre 
Smith 3rd, Anthony Gentry 3rd) 
Regular season: 
Centurion Classic Champions 
Spartanburg County Division B 
Champions (Greg Phanhly 1st, KC 
Petty T-3rd, Deondre Smith 2nd, 
Donovan Murray 3rd, Caleb Sexton 
2nd ) 
9 Qualifiers for “The Border” 
Sectionals (Greg Phanhly, KC 
Petty, Will Cleapor, Luke 
Escalante, Deondre Smith, 
Donovan Murray, Anthony Gentry, 
Caleb Sexton, Bryson Fox)  
 
Post season:  4 State Qualifiers 
(Greg Phanhly 80 lbs., Luke 
Escalante 110 lbs., Deondre Smith 
117 lbs., Donovan Murray 124 lbs.) 
 
The middle school wrestling team 
has had an incredible season.  The 
Centurions finished the regular 
season with a record of 13-5.  The 
largest margin of victory came with 
an 81-12 victory over Landrum 
Middle School.  The team also 
captured the title in the inaugural 
Centurion Classic by going 4-0.   

In the Spartanburg County 
Championship, the Centurions 
were champions again.  Several 
wrestlers placed in the top 3- (Greg 
Phanhly 1st, KC Petty T-3rd, 
Deondre Smith 2nd, Donovan 
Murray 3rd, Caleb Sexton 2nd).  
The Centurions qualified 9 
wrestlers for the Sectional 
tournament (Greg Phanhly, KC 
Petty, Will Cleapor, Luke 
Escalante, Deondre Smith, 
Donovan Murray, Anthony Gentry, 
Caleb Sexton, Bryson Fox).  Of the 
9 wrestlers, 4 qualified for the state 
tournament in Lexington (Greg 
Phanhly, Luke Escalante, Deondre 
Smith, Donovan Murray). 
 
 By Andy Lake
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EMERGENCY WEATHER 
PROCEDURES 

 

The school district cannot guarantee the 

safety of road conditions at any time. The 

district administration makes the decision 

whether or not to operate schools. Parents 

must make the decision whether or not to 

send their children to school during bad 

weather conditions. 

When ice or snow causes hazardous driving 

conditions, the district will operate schools 

only when roads are safe. School officials 

begin checking road conditions in the 

evening before if needed and about 4:00 a.m. 

on the school day in question. Many times, 

however, conditions cannot be determined 

until two to three hours later because snow or 

ice often occurs at daybreak. When possible, 

a decision will be made early - usually before 

6:00 a.m. Once a decision is made, we notify 

radio and TV stations, and their 

announcements are usually aired 

immediately and during their news. The 

announcement is usually repeated frequently 

until the normal time for school to begin.  

 

Our district will also use our Rapid Alert 

system and new phone app to notify 

parents as soon as a decision is made. Our 

district will also use our webpages, 

Facebook, and Twitter. Employees are 

also notified by e-mail. 

If a decision to close schools cannot be 

made by 5:30 a.m., a school opening may 

be delayed for an hour or more. If a school 

opening time is delayed, our staff may 
not be at the schools until the 
announced time. Therefore, students 
may not be brought to school until the 
announced opening time. 

When the district and schools close due 
to weather conditions, students and 
parents are requested to help school 
personnel and the local radio/TV 
stations to communicate accurate 
information as early and as quickly as 
possible. The radio and TV station staff 
are anxious to cooperate with the 
schools in making these 
announcements.  

 

 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 


